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Months After Her Father’s Murder, Daughter Born to Rabbi Zvi and Rivky Kogan
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World rejoices with the Kogan and Spielman families

Almost five months after Chabad-Lubavitch Rabbi Zvi Kogan was abducted and murdered by an Islamic terror cell in the United Arab Emirates, his wife Rivky welcomed a baby girl, born during the intermediate days of the holiday of Passover.
“We extend a heartfelt mazal tov to Rivky Kogan on the birth of her baby girl. We join the Kogan and Spielman families and the entire Jewish world in celebrating this special moment of simcha,” announced Rabbi Levi Duchman, rabbi to the United Arab Emirates, in an email to his community.
The Jerusalem-raised Kogan arrived in the UAE in 2020, working alongside Duchman, who leads Chabad of the United Arab Emirates, and other Chabad emissaries to establish and expand Jewish life in the Emirates.
In early 2022, he met his wife, Rivky Spielman, a native of New York and the two got married soon after. Rivky is the niece of Rabbi Gavriel and Rivka Holtzberg, the emissaries who led Chabad of Mumbai and were murdered by terrorists together with four of their guests in 2008.
After their wedding, the Kogans moved permanently to the Emirates. Rivky taught in the local Jewish school and Zvi directed logistics at the Chabad center in Abu Dhabi, ensuring all operations ran smoothly. Kogan also managed and operated the kosher supermarket in Dubai—Rimon Market—which opened in December of 2022, as well as acting as an aide to Duchman. The couple connected with the thousands of Jewish visitors and residents in the UAE.
On the afternoon of Thursday, Nov. 21, 2024, Kogan was abducted in Dubai by terrorists and driven towards Oman. Kogan’s car, which terrorists stole when they abducted him, was abandoned in Al Ain, a city more than an hour from Dubai. His body was recovered on Sunday morning, and the martyred rabbi was laid to rest on the Mount of Olives on Nov. 25, after an emotional funeral in Kfar Chabad.
Since his murder, Rivky has returned to the UAE to uplift and inspire her community, directing a challah bake that was one of the final projects her husband worked on, and leading a group of women from Abu Dhabi to the International Women’s Conference of Chabad-Lubavitch Emissaries in New York in February. Numerous projects have been launched to honor Kogan’s memory, including plans to build a “Bet Zvi” center in the UAE, the writing of a Torah, and an ambitious tefillin project throughout the Gulf State—particularly fitting considering Kogan’s passion for wrapping tefillin with his fellow Jews.
“This precious baby is a special continuation of her beloved father, who was brutally murdered, and whose life’s mission continues to inspire us all,” wrote Duchman. “May we share only simcha and bracha [joy and blessing], and may this young girl bring much joy, comfort, and light to her family and to all Am Yisroel.”

Reprinted from the current website of Chabad.Org

Let Your House Be a Meeting Place for Sages (1:4).

Let your house be a meeting place for sages (1:4). Be such a friend to learning and show such kindness and hospitality to its guardians and teachers, that they will feel drawn to your home and will be happy to gather there. Accord them a place of honor in your house, sit at their feet and listen intently to their conversation, for, as Chazal state (Sukkah 23b): “Even the ordinary conversation of sages [is instructive and] should be studied.” (Pirkei Avos – R’ Shamshon Rafael Hirsch)

Reprinted from this week’s email of The Weekly Vort.

Rav Avigdor Miller on
Counting Sefiras Ha’Omer
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QUESTION: What should we think about when we count Sefiras Ha’omer?
ANSWER: Now, everybody knows that we’re counting sefira to come closer to the very greatest event in history; and that event was Matan Torah. Like the Gemara (Avoda Zara 3a) says, ויהי ערב ויהי בקר יום השישי. It doesn’t say yom shishi the way it says by all the other days, yom sheini, yom shlishi, yom revi’i. It says yom ha’shishi, the sixth day; a special sixth day. 
And the Gemara says there that it’s talking about ‘the’ sixth day, the sixth day of Sivan when we got the Torah. So, we read the possuk like this: וַיְהִי עֶרֶב וַיְהִי בֹקֶר – The creation of day and night, that means the creation of the world, you know when it was? יוֹם הַשִּׁשִּׁי — It was on yom hashishi, on that sixth day of Sivan when the Am Yisroel accepted the Torah; that’s when the world was created. Because Matan Torah is the fulfillment of the creation of the world. If not for Matan Torah, the whole creation would have been a waste. And so, everybody knows that we were counting down towards that great day, the most important day ever.
But there is a kasha on this pshat. Because why do we say, “Today is so and so many days” and the next day we add a day; we count up; one day, two days, three days. We should count down. Like this: “Today is 49 days of the omer, 49 days till Matan Torah.” The next day we should count 48, then 47. If you’re waiting for Matan Torah that’s how you should count.
I want to make sure the kasha is understood: We should go from the bigger number to the lesser number. And the less days there are left, the happier you are.
Also, why call it Sefiras Ha’omer? We should call it Sefiras Hatorah. Why Sefiras Ha’omer? What does it have to do with the omer?
So, pay attention. There is a machlokes ha’poskim if the brocha we make on talmud Torah is mi’dioraisah, if it’s a Torah obligation. Now, we follow the shitah that it’s mi’dioraisah. It means that if you’re in a safek if you made a brocha on the Torah in the morning, you have to say it anyhow, even though you might have said it already. 
In case you want, you can wait till Ahavah Rabah, the brocha before Krias Shema, and be michaven that you’re thinking of birchas hatorah; but you must do something. But even though that’s the halacha, there are poskim who say that birchas hatorah is de’rabanan. It’s a machlokes haposkim.
And yet, when it comes to the brocha on eating bread, everyone agrees it’s d’oraisah.  Isn’t that an interesting thing? The brocha on Torah is a machlokes but birchas hamazon, the brocha after eating bread, hakol modim is d’oiraisah; everybody agrees that the possuk ארץ אשר לא במסכנות תאכל בה לחם … ואכלת ושבעת וברכת means you have to say brachos after eating bread.
So, what do we see from this? That bread is more important than Torah; bread is more important than Torah because bread is life and life is the most important thing. Without that we couldn’t learn Torah. Not merely you say אם אין קמח אין תורה. No; kipshuto, bread is the opportunity to live in this world.
So, what do we do? We thank Hakodosh Boruch Hu for the bread and every day we count, “Today is the first day we’re thanking You for the bread.” “Today is the second day we’re thanking You for the bread.” The omer means bread. The third day, the fourth day. Keep on thanking.
Now where does it all end up? It all ends up at Matan Torah. Because bread is for the purpose of kabolas hatorah, for learning Torah. We’re thanking Hashem for giving us life. Boruch Hashem that You give us food to live.
So, when you sit down to eat bread in the morning – every morning you eat a piece of bread, pas shacharis. The Gemara says it’s a mitzvah to eat bread every morning, a little piece of bread, and it will save you from many illnesses, many sicknesses. When you eat that piece of bread, so you’re thinking, “Ahh! Bread! That’s Torah, that’s life, that’s everything!” And when you say ברוך אתה השם … המוציא לחם מן הארץ, say it with hisragshus, with excitement. Love Hashem for the bread because bread is going to bring you to everything else.
And that’s what Sefiras Ha’Omer is coming to tell us. How great is the gift that Hashem gives us! פותח את ידיך ומשביע לכל חי רצון. He’s feeding us! And the purpose is eventually, to bring us to Har Sinai, to Matan Torah. It gives us life, and with all of that happiness and gratitude that we’re increasing every day, that’s how we go into Matan Torah. We love You so much Hashem for the bread You give us, that now we’re going to accept the Torah.

Reprinted from a recent email of Toras Avigdor based on a Thursday night lecture delivered in May 1995.

Approach the Alter(9:7).

Because Aharon had sinned in deed in the incident of the Cheit Ha’eigel, but his intentions had been purely for Hashem’s sake, his calf was sacrificed as a korbon chatas, which atones for sins of action. 
The people, though, sinned in thought, for they truly wished to serve the Golden Calf; so, their calf was brought as a korban olah, which atones for sins of thought. 
The Midrash says that the image of an ox appeared to Aharon, so he feared to approach the mizbe’ach. Moshe told him not to be afraid, but to go to the mizbe’ach. 
On this, Ramban explains that we should not think that the mizbe’ach actually appeared to Aharon in the image of an ox. Rather, Aharon – in his extreme piety – always dwelt upon the thought of his sin, the Cheit Ha’eigel. 
Moshe therefore told him now to approach the mizbe’ach without fear, for Hashem had forgiven him. (The Weekly Midrash – Tzenah U’re’enah)

Reprinted from this week’s email of The Weekly Vort


Overcoming the Power of the Yetzer Hora by Binding Oneself to G-d
From the Teachings of the Lubavitcher Rebbe
Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson, Zt”l
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The Torah portion of Shemini opens with a description of the eighth and final day of the consecration of the Sanctuary, the day when the Divine Presence first rested therein. The name of the portion--Shemini--means “eighth” and alludes to the special significance held by the number eight. Eight symbolizes that which is above the laws of nature and the boundaries of our physical world. It stands for that aspect of G-dliness which exists even beyond the realm of our human powers of description.
One would think that the contents of so lofty a section of the Torah would deal with correspondingly lofty subject matter but we find that Shemini delineates the laws between kosher and non-kosher animals. Why such a mundane subject for a Torah portion which is supposed to express so high a level of holiness?
In many instances, a fine line exists between that which is kosher and that which is forbidden. In our own lives, we also occasionally must make decisions which are as fine as a hair’s breadth. Choosing between good and evil when the choices are obvious and blatant is much easier than making a decision between two extremely fine points. For such decision making, extra help from Above is necessary.
The Evil Inclination sometimes disguises itself in a “robe of holiness.” It discourages a person from performing a mitzva through guile and doubt, presenting all sorts of seemingly plausible and erudite excuses. A person may become confused when the two paths of action before him both seem to have merit. The Evil Inclination can even make a sin appear to be an actual mitzva.
How are we to overcome the wiles and cunning of the Evil Inclination? How can we be sure that the decisions we make are the right ones? By learning the lesson which is taught in Shemini.
Man alone, bound as he is by the laws of nature and the limitations of the human intellect, cannot always overcome his Evil Inclination. But when a person gives himself over to G-d, Who is not bound by any natural law and is infinite, and asks His help to “distinguish between the unclean and the clean,” one can indeed conquer the Evil Inclination and avoid falling into its net.
A Jew’s connection to G-d is so strong that it cannot be split asunder by any power on earth. When a Jew does a mitzva--mitzva comes from the Hebrew word for binding together and connecting--he ties himself to G-d with a supernatural strength. Armed with this power, we can see through the mask of the Evil Inclination when we are presented with even the finest points of contention.

Reprinted from the Shemini 5784/2024 edition of L’Chaim. Adapted from the works of the Lubavitcher Rebbe.



Rabbi Berel Wein on
Parshat Shemini 5785 

[image: ]


The great seven-day ceremony of the dedication of the Mishkan has passed. Now, on the eighth day, the actual service and public purpose and use of the Mishkan is to begin. But this day will be marred by the tragedy of the deaths of Nadav and Avihu, the two sons of Aharon.
 
The eighth day represents the difficulties of life that always follow great and exalting moments and events. The Psalmist asks “Who can climb the mountain of G-d?” That itself is a difficult task. But then David raises an even more difficult task: “And who can maintain their place on His holy place?”
 
After the triumph and euphoria of climbing the mountain, of dedicating the Mishkan, of the marriage ceremony and of the birth date of the child, then the real work of maintaining that exalted feeling begins. It is not coincidental that the circumcision day of a Jewish boy is on the eighth day of his life. The eighth day represents the beginning of the struggles and difficulties, even of the tragedies as we see in this week’s parsha. This is what life has in store for every human being.
 
Those of us who remember the great days in our Jewish national lives – 1948 and the declaration of the state and 1967, the reunification of Jerusalem – know how difficult it is to retain that optimism and faith after long decades of strife, turmoil, disappointment, mistakes and enmity. Yet the key to our survival and success lies in our ability to somehow do so. It is the eighth day that is the true test of human and Jewish mettle. 
 
The Torah also informs us in this week’s parsha that G-d, so to speak, prefers to use holy and faithful people as examples to others of the problems caused by improper behavior. Aharon’s sons are seen, in Jewish tradition, as being righteous, dedicated people. Yet it is their deviation, no matter how well intentioned and innovative as it was, from what they had been commanded to do that led to their tragic demise.
 
The rituals and traditions are not to be tinkered with according to personal ideas, wishes and whims. And, if this is true, as it is for every individual Jew no matter his or her position in life, how much more so is it true for people who are priests in the Temple/Mishkan, leaders of religion and purported role models to the young and the general community at large. The closer one gets, so to speak, to spirituality and Torah greatness, the greater the responsibility for discipline and probity in obedience to the Torah’s commandments and values. Deviations and mistakes at that exalted stage of achievement can, as we see in this week’s parsha, prove to be lethal.
 
The rabbis warned wise men, scholars and leaders about speech that is not carefully thought out or actions that are impulsive. The effect upon others can be devastating and negative. The countermeasure of G-d, so to speak, to prevent this is frightening as the parsha teaches us. We should always be mindful of the eighth day, as reflected in the daily incidents that make up our lives.
 
Shabat shalom.

Reprinted from the current website of rabbiwein.com


From Celebrity Productions to Taking Off for Shabbat
By Eli Friedman
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Eli Lunzer

So, you’re Jewish, reaching for the sky in your business, and you’re searching for the perfect balance between your Judaism and your work.
May I introduce you to Eli Lunzer? Eli’s career is peaking. His company, Eli Lunzer Productions, is a destination for some of the globe’s top athletes and celebrities, and he has worked the NBA All-Star Game, Super Bowl, The Masters, US Open, Sundance Film Festival, SXSW, Golden Globes, Oscars, and more. Career-wise, he’s arrived. His influence is vast, his portfolio is dazzling, and his clientele is top-shelf. 
And with all that, Eli’s got wisdom too.
Incredibly, his clients and partnering brands all know - Eli is completely inaccessible from Friday evening to Saturday night, and if a meeting is going to include dinner, it’ll have to be Kosher. He may have lost some potential business over it, but Eli has been clear about his boundaries from day one. He has spiritual ethics that are non-negotiable, it’s a personal thing he has going with G-d and he’s not flexible about it. 
Can you guess who one of his greatest inspirations is? That’s right - Sandy Koufax. Koufax, one of the best pitchers in baseball’s history, resisted enormous pressure to work a World Series game on Yom Kippur and sat it out. Above Eli’s desk, there hangs an oversized portrait of Koufax with his immortal words: “There was never any decision to make, though, because there was never any possibility that I would pitch.”
That matter-of-fact approach is reflected perfectly in Eli’s own. He has lines he won’t cross and it is what it is. In a fascinating twist, he’s discovered that specifically the top echelon athlete or celebrity is the most likely to relate to his rules of engagement. That they find themselves at the top of the pile is almost always the result of incredibly hard work and - here’s the key - discipline. Whether it’s workouts, training, or other regular exercises to maintain their edge, these outliers are inflexible about them. Their training time is off-limits and their devotion to those hours and those pursuits is complete. They attribute their success to that strict discipline and they find Eli’s personal limits eminently relatable. Not always logical - but relatable.
Amazingly, the very approach many Jews fear will alienate potential high-powered clients is actually what they share in common with them: inflexible disciplines.
Eli urges fellow Jews to be proud of who they are. After all, to a billionaire who takes pride in himself, there’s nothing more natural than you taking pride in yourself. And though the silence at times can be deeply frustrating, the vast majority of people he’s met with are strongly - though quietly - supportive of the Jewish People. He finds no reason to cower.
Be spiritual, be soulful, and observe your Jewish obligations and restrictions proudly and without fear. Realize that a truly serious commitment to solemn principles is just the thing the most driven people in the business world have in common with you. Hold your head high and don’t throw it away.
Eli Lunzer will tell you it may just be your key to some serious success.

Reprinted from last year’s Parshas Shemini issue of L’Chaim.

2 | Page

image2.jpeg




image3.jpeg




image4.png




image5.png




image1.png




